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Goal 1: Our academic members 
Strive for research excellence and advance health research for greater impact by supporting our 
members 

●​ Objective 1.1 Increase research leadership and collaborations in areas of strategic priority 
●​ Objective 1.2 Build capacity by recruiting and retaining research excellence in areas of 

strategic priority 
●​ Objective 1.3 Advance member research in our changing environment, through leveraging 

WCHRI program and platform access, and linkages to relevant research resources 
 
New WCHRI Institute Director 
WCHRI is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Lonnie Zwaigenbaum 
as our new Institute Director for a five-year term beginning January 1, 2027. Dr. 
Zwaigenbaum is a developmental pediatrician and clinician-scientist whose 
research has advanced assessment, diagnosis and care for autistic children; 
and has been the Associate Director of WCHRI since May 1, 2024. 
 
Competitive funding outcomes 
The WCHRI Innovation Grant Program received 79 applications; 22 grants have 
been offered, 16 grantees were offered with funding from the SCHF, five 
grantees were offered with funding from the AWHF and one grantee was 
offered with funding by both SCHF and AWHF (2026 full results). Grants will be implemented in October. 
 
Membership  
Membership renewal was completed in June. Of our total academic membership (396), the following 
research alignment was reported:  

●​ Pregnancy and developmental trajectories: 91 
●​ Children’s health and well-being: 308 
●​ Lifelong women’s health: 180 

These academics represent all (CIHR) research pillars: Biomedical (223), Clinical (271), Health Services 
(184), and Social, Environmental and Population Health (173). 
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Goal 2: Our in-training members 

Build capacity in women and children’s health research by inspiring and supporting the next generation 
of researchers 

●​ Objective 2.1 Inspire current and future trainees to conduct research in women and children's 
health 

●​ Objective 2.2 Increase the capacity of trainees who are already doing research in women and 
children's health 

●​ Objective 2.3 Create unique opportunities for trainee networking and career development in 
women and children’s health research 

https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/grants-and-awards/innovation-grant-program/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13i1Rk_Mu30PjeF91lkQlXEi2XVyeDK_2lSypVsz6jGM/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.dwhbn2m4m519


 

Research funding outcomes 
The WCHRI Graduate studentship Award Program received 84 eligible applications; 16 awards were 
implemented; eight awardees were offered funding with SCHF funds, six awardees were offered funding 
with AWHF funds and two were co-funded with SCHF and AWHF funds (2026 full results). Of the awardees 
supported with SCHF funding, 40% also received funding from another source and of the awardees 
supported with AWHF funding, 50% also received funding from another source. Where another funder also 
supports our awardee, we reduce our contribution to an incentive (or bonus) and the other funder pays a 
full award amount. This is strong leveraging of the foundation investment in WCHRI trainees. 
 
Research Day 
WCHRI’s 2026 Research Day will be held on November 4, 2026 at the Westin. We are delighted to welcome 
Manu Vatish, the Deputy Director for Drug and Clinical Development (Maternal and Child Health Discovery) 
at the Gates Foundation and a well-known researcher in pregnancy and preeclampsia, who will be 
presenting our keynote. Registration is now open! 
 
WCHRI Trainee Advisory Committee (TAC) 
WCHRI’s TAC held a debriefing session for its mentorship program. This session led to excellent thinking 
around future coordination of TAC activities with mentorship program as the “hub” for trainee input and 
guidance (e.g. mentorship program participants help shape the planning for other subcommittees such as 
technical skills/learning sessions and outreach). 
 

Goal 3: Our environment 

Address the unique health needs of children and women, and promote transdisciplinary research 
strategies to optimize health outcomes for children and women in a complex, evolving society by 
cultivating a supportive research environment that challenges the status quo 

●​ Objective 3.1 Increase visibility, advocacy and support for children’s and women’s health 
research across the University of Alberta 

●​ Objective 3.2 Advance wholistic health and well-being for children, while leveraging university 
strengths in life-course approaches to health research, by establishing a child health research 
and innovation “hub” 

●​ Objective 3.3 Advance research focused on improving women and gender diverse health (all 
stages, all ages) by establishing a women’s health research “cluster” that fosters research 
collaborations and partnerships 

 
Pediatric Clinical Trials Unit  
WCHRI’s pediatric clinical trials team is currently supporting 193 active studies (96 cohort studies and 97 
clinical trials) with several more in start-up/close-out phases. The studies are focused on a variety of 
diseases across therapeutic areas (oncology, neurology, dermatology, genetics, nephrology, 
gastroenterology, etc.) and are led by both principal investigators (PI) and industry partners. 
 

New treatment for chronic kidney disease:  The EMPA Kids Clinical Trial 
Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is rare in children. Current treatment includes blood pressure control, 
optimizing nutrition, and managing related issues like anemia or bone disorders. However, the disease 
is progressive and care for end-stage kidney disease involves dialysis or kidney transplant. There are 
currently approved drug treatments to slow the progression of disease in children. We are supporting a 
new clinical trial using an oral drug called empagliflozin to see if it can help slow CKD progression in 
children aged 2-17 years. It has been approved in adults with CKD, but not yet tested in children with 
CKD. This international trial includes 5 sites in Canada, with the Stollery leading Canadian enrollment. It 
is hoped the study drug will safely slow CKD progression, with a goal of helping children with the 
disease lead healthier lives, for longer periods of time. 
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https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/grants-and-awards/graduate-studentship-award-program/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oI81Jy67XcxfH6wJuFORHDPveC-aU05JbaD6SvfqKPU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.dwhbn2m4m519
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/leadership/manu-vatish
https://redcap.ualberta.ca/surveys/?s=TYHMWCH9KP8XKY7K


 

 
Women’s Health Clinical Research 
The research coordination team is currently supporting 19 principal investigators and 31 research projects 
in different stages. Some of the projects we have supported during the reporting period include: 

●​ AI-Enabled Clinical Trial Matching to Improve Enrollment Equity for Gynecologic Oncology Patients 
●​ Parent, carrier, and patient perspectives on prenatal testing and family planning in the era of gene 

therapy for spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) 
●​ New personalized pessary treatment for pelvic prolapse. The research team began using the new 

ultrasound system donated by the AWHF to perform participant assessments. These ultrasound 
findings will be used to personalize pessary treatment, supporting a more individualized approach 
to pelvic organ prolapse care. 

 
WCHRI Research Associate Carolina Fernandes continues to advance the Alberta Obstetrical Survey 
System (AOSS). This is a two-year project (funded through residual MNCY SCN designated funds with 
support from WCHRI-AWHF) aimed at developing a provincial surveillance framework to review severe 
maternal morbidity and drive quality improvements across Alberta’s obstetric care system. The AOSS 
project leverages a national Canadian model (CanOSS) and uses an implementation science framework to 
translate proven practices and evidence-based findings directly into clinical care. As of July 2026, all 
targeted Level 2 and 3 obstetrical sites across the province have committed to participate, Connect Care 
(EMR) case triggers have been finalized, and onboarding packages have been distributed to participating 
AHS quality & safety committees. With Health Quality Alberta safety review workshops slated for Fall 2026, 
current efforts are focused on finalizing a local Chairs committee, governance workflows, Covenant Health 
engagement and developing automated data capture processes.  
 
Indigenous Health Research 
WCHRI’s Indigenous Children’s Health portfolio led by Dr. Grant Bruno and its Indigenous Women’s Health 
portfolio led by Dr. Tibetha Kemble is guided by WCHRI’s newly established Indigenous Governing Council. 
The Council held its fourth meeting in June which included a learning event with Lewis Cardinal (Beyond 
Acknowledgement: Relational Pathways in Indigenous Health Research). The Council finalized a Terms of 
Relational Engagement and is exploring pathways for engagement in WCHRI Research Day. Key 
Indigenous child health initiatives being led through this portfolio include Ispimihk Awâsisak, a 
community-driven program building long-term research partnerships for family well-being; the Cree Model 
of Development, which applies holistic cultural frameworks to early childhood growth; and the Hunting 
Project, which connects land-based traditional harvesting to youth health and wellness.  
 
Building on this commitment to relational engagement, Dr. Kemble and her team established community 
listening and talking circles to ensure Indigenous women's voices directly shape a long-term research 
agenda. Concurrently, the team launched EMBER (Exploring Menopause through Biocultural, Experiential, 
and Relational Research), a groundbreaking Indigenous-led initiative examining perimenopause and 
menopause through the lens of holistic wellness.  
 
Translational Genomics Hub 
The Translational Genomics Hub (TGH) bridges bedside care and precision genomics to solve 
undiagnosed rare pediatric conditions. To date, the TGH has evaluated 39 complex undiagnosed pediatric 
cases with over two thirds of these cases moving forward through a research pathway. Key impacts thus 
far include providing diagnostic closure for siblings with Al Azami Syndrome, identifying drug-repurposing 
pathways for severe congenital neutropenia, and leveraging early data to secure external grants.  
 
WCHRI Stem Cell Lab 
Located in the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation Innovation Laboratories, the Stem Cell Lab provides 
essential expertise, standardized workflows, quality control, and hands-on training for researchers 
integrating human pluripotent stem cells (hPSCs/hiPSCs) and organoid systems into basic and 
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https://www.canoss.ca/
https://www.wchri.org/about-wchri/governance/
https://www.wchri.org/events/calendar-of-events/beyond-acknowledgement-relational-pathways-in-indigenous-health-research/
https://www.wchri.org/events/calendar-of-events/beyond-acknowledgement-relational-pathways-in-indigenous-health-research/
https://www.wchri.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/V7-July-2026-WCHRI-Terms-of-Relational-Engagement-.pdf
https://www.wchri.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/V7-July-2026-WCHRI-Terms-of-Relational-Engagement-.pdf
https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/research-platforms-programs/ispimihk-awasisak-program/
https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/research-platforms-programs/translational-genomics-hub/
https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/research-platforms-programs/stem-cell-lab/


 

translational health research. As part of a global movement in modern research, the WCHRI Stem Cell Lab 
pools expensive resources to lower financial barriers for individual labs and boost scientific quality. By 
growing patient-specific stem cells and mini-organs, it will accelerate human-relevant research that 
complements or replaces animal models, helping scientists discover targeted therapies for children faster.  

●​ The WCHRI Stem Cell team recently succeeded on an internal 
step towards applying for a large external federally funded 
grant. If successful, this would be great leverage for the SCHF 
investment in this important infrastructure. 

●​ On July 24, Dr. Anastassia Voronova (WCHRI Stem Cell Lab 
academic lead) provided a stem cell lab tour to Member of 
Parliament, Jagsharan Singh Mahal.  

●​ Dr. Sandeep Gupta (WCHRI stem cell scientist) was successful 
in obtaining a CIHR grant to study mechanisms of sensory 
differences in autistic children using stem cell models. 

 

Goal 4: Our ecosystem 

Increase the impact and reach of women and children's health research on a local, provincial, national 
and international level by developing community and health system collaborations, leveraging 
resources, and participating in joint advocacy efforts. 

●​ Objective 4.1 Strengthen the translational impact of children’s and women’s health research by 
increasing opportunities at a health systems level (WCHRI partner hospitals and clinical 
programs) 

●​ Objective 4.2 Enhance children’s and women’s health and build WCHRI members’ capacity to 
conduct engaged research by building and fostering community partnerships 

●​ Objective 4.3 Broaden our reach as an institute and as a champion for children’s and women’s 
health research nationally and internationally, in partnership with our Foundations 

●​ Objective 4.4 Collectively mobilize children's and women's health research on a local, 
provincial, national and international level by partnering with organizations 

 
One Child Every Child (OCEC) 
We continued to work closely with the OCEC program, facilitating several funding transfer agreements for 
WCHRI trainee recipients of graduate studentships and Indigenous seed grants. We worked closely with 
the OCEC Indigenous Accelerator team to renew agreements and program terms of reference for the 
2026-27 cycle of the OCEC Indigenous Undergraduate Award program. This program provides a $5000 
funding award to eight Indigenous undergraduate students from UofA who have an interest in child health 
and wellbeing. 
 
Partnership for Women’s Health Research (PWHR) 
PWHR has announced the recipients of the 2026 Mid-Career Excellence in Women’s Health Research 
Awards, celebrating outstanding investigators driving progress in women’s health across Canada, including 
WCHRI’s own Margie Davenport. Alongside this announcement, PWHR released its latest Impact Report, 
highlighting the network’s collective achievements and the growing momentum in women’s health 
research. Looking ahead, WCHRI and PWHR invite Canadians to participate in the Can-RISE study, which 
explores real-life experiences with perimenopause and menopause.  
 
Maternal Infant Child and Youth Research Network (MICYRN) 
MICYRN recently announced transitions within its Board of Directors. WCHRI Associate Director Dr. Lonnie 
Zwaigenbaum has been appointed as a new member of the MICYRN Board, bringing his national 
leadership in pediatric and autism research. Simultaneously, WCHRI Executive Director Dr. Sandra Davidge 
has concluded her long-standing service on the MICYRN Board, where she served since 2013, including a 
term as Board Chair from 2020–2021.  
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https://research.ucalgary.ca/one-child-every-child/research/accelerators/indigenous-accelerator/indigenous-undergraduate-awards
https://pwhr.org/news/2026-mid-career-excellence-in-womens-health-research-awardees/
https://pwhr.org/news/2026-mid-career-excellence-in-womens-health-research-awardees/
https://pwhr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/PWHR-Impact-Report-2025-2026.pdf
https://pwhr.org/can-rise/


 

 

Goal 5: Sustainability and accountability 

Ensure the highest levels of business accountability and sustainability leading to enhanced capacity 
and growth through a commitment to professional staff and efficient internal operational processes 

●​ Objective 5.1 Prioritize and maintain operational and leadership succession planning; enable 
motivated and dedicated staff; optimize internal business processes in order to continuously 
improve the quality and accessibility of programs/platforms 

●​ Objective 5.2 Be accountable and responsive to our funding partners’ needs 
●​ Objective 5.3 Maintain our strong governance model during our Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) renewal 
 
WCHRI move to the College of Health Sciences (CHS) 
As part of our move to the CHS, we have continued to explore strategies for strategic recruitment in 
perinatal/pregnancy basic science with Dean and started regular CHS-WCHRI-Kipnes Health Research 
Institute leadership meetings in order to develop joint strategies where possible. WCHRI also had 
representation on both the WCHRI institute director search committee and the Kipnes operations manager 
recruitment committee. 
 
WCHRI External Institute Advisory Committee (EIAC) 
WCHRI held its annual External Institute Advisory Committee (EIAC) (formerly Scientific Advisory 
Committee) meeting on June 15. A full summary of the meeting is available as part of your meeting 
package. 
 
Sharing impact of investment in research and engaging with our partners 
Media coverage ensures that the public is aware of the value of children's health research, and the 
investment that the Stollery Children's Hospital Foundation and Alberta Women’s Health Foundation have 
made in this field. SCHF/AWHF media mentions / WCHRI stories for the reporting period: 

●​ From roots to branches​
Impact Report highlights research advances from our 20th anniversary year 
Report launch in WCHRI bulletin and WCHRI Works 

●​ Rewriting the rules on children's pain​
Grounded in WCHRI infrastructure, Dr. Samina Ali’s cross-Canada No OUCH trial updates national 
guidelines for pediatric pain management through family-centred research.​
In the WCHRI Impact Report, WCHRI Works and on WCHRI.org 

●​ The reluctant visionary​
From dairy cows to preeclampsia, Dr. Sandra Davidge's unlikely path led to a career defined by 
discovery, mentorship and quiet determination.​
In the WCHRI Impact Report, WCHRI Works and on WCHRI.org 

●​ Tiny models, big impact​
In the Stem Cell Core, human cell models help researchers study diseases and create personalized 
treatments to improve patient outcomes.​
Anastassia Voronova and Sandeep Gupta in the WCHRI Impact Report and WCHRI Works. 

●​ Centring collectivity: The future of health research​
Dr. Keatton Tiernan’s work champions an Indigenous view rooted in community and relationality.​
In the WCHRI Impact Report, WCHRI Works and on WCHRI.org 

●​ Supporting the next generation of heart patients​
Dr. Andrew Mackie’s research aims to smooth the risky transition from children’s hospital to adult 
clinic for Canada’s youth.​
In the WCHRI Impact Report and WCHRI Works 

●​ Warming up the hunt for a cancer cure​
By optimizing how cancer-fighting viruses are tested in the lab, Dr. Maya Shmulevitz is turning a 
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https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlidkdk-dhuljknuu-jk/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://ar.wchri.org/rewriting-the-rules-on-childrens-pain/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://ar.wchri.org/rewriting-the-rules-on-childrens-pain/
https://ar.wchri.org/the-reluctant-visionary/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/the-reluctant-visionary/
https://ar.wchri.org/tiny-models-big-impact/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://ar.wchri.org/centring-collectivity-the-future-of-health-research/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/centring-collectivity-the-future-of-health-research/
https://ar.wchri.org/supporting-the-next-generation-of-heart-patients/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/


 

century-old medical mystery into a precise, life-saving reality.​
In the WCHRI Impact Report and WCHRI Works. 

●​ 2025-26 WCHRI Impact Report directors' message 
In the WCHRI Impact Report and WCHRI Works 

●​ Peptide alternative to antibiotics could combat antimicrobial resistance crisis. 
Researchers aim to treat bacterial and fungal infections with new approach. 
Prasanna Neelakantan in Folio, amped in Headlines newsletter, Taproot health innovation roundup 
and Phys.org MSN 

●​ U of A to lead large global research project on healthy movement for young children 
Researchers will focus on factors influencing development during critical early years.​
Valerie Carson in Folio, amped in Taproot health innovation roundup. 

●​ Staying in the game​
Dr. Margie Davenport’s research challenges outdated myths about exercise in pregnancy and offers 
critical insights for athletes who refuse to be sidelined​
In the WCHRI Impact Report and WCHRI Works 

●​ AI is becoming a makeshift therapist for youth, raising red flags for researchers ​
Dr. Shu-Ping Chen’s look at chatbot safety is among WCHRI’s 2026 Innovation Grant projects tackling 
critical health priorities for women and children. 
On the WCHRI website. 

●​ Laboratory medicine graduate student strips away invisibility cloak of aggressive gynecological 
cancers 
From uncovering the mechanics of muscular dystrophy to supporting Indigenous birthing practices, 
WCHRI’s latest graduate students are tackling critical health challenges at every stage of life. 
On the WCHRI website. 

●​ Pregnant climbers may not have to stay grounded, study suggests 
Dr. Margie Davenport in Folio; first direct evidence shows no increased risk of complications for 
those scaling into their third trimester 

6 

https://ar.wchri.org/warming-up-the-hunt-for-a-cancer-cure/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://ar.wchri.org/directors-welcome/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/06/peptide-alternative-to-antibiotics-could-combat-antimicrobial-resistance-crisis.html
https://edmonton.taproot.news/roundups/health-innovation/2026/06/24
https://phys.org/news/2026-06-peptide-alternative-antibiotics-combat-antimicrobial.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/06/uofa-to-lead-large-global-research-project-on-healthy-movement.html
https://ar.wchri.org/exercise-in-pregnancy-staying-in-the-game/
https://wchri.cmail20.com/t/d-e-wlthjdd-dhuljkwyu-jr/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/ai-is-becoming-a-makeshift-therapist-for-youth-raising-red-flags-for-researchers/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/laboratory-medicine-graduate-student-strips-away-invisibility-cloak-of-aggressive-gynecological-cancers/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/08/pregnant-climbers-may-not-have-to-stay-grounded.html

