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Executive Director Progress Report

Presented to: Oversight Board
Date: June 17,2026
Reporting Period: April to June 2026

Goal 1: Our academic members
Strive for research excellence and advance health research for greater impact by supporting our
members
e Objective 1.1 Increase research leadership and collaborations in areas of strategic priority
e Objective 1.2 Build capacity by recruiting and retaining research excellence in areas of
strategic priority
e Objective 1.3 Advance member research in our changing environment, through leveraging
WCHRI program and platform access, and linkages to relevant research resources

WCHRI Institute Director Search

The WCHRI Institute Director search launched in April; application deadline was May 15 and selection
committee meetings are being held in May and June. Candidate presentations are taking place on: June 9
for Dr. Lonnie Zwaigenbaum and June 10 for Dr. Padma Kaul.

Canada Impact+ Research Chair

Significant work continued in April and May relative to the Canada Impact+ Research Chair program;
preparing for the equipment and infrastructure application that will be required should our application be
successful. This involved working closely with the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry to identify suitable lab
location, equipment needs (for the Chair's lab, an early career researcher recruit, and that could be housed
in core facilities), and associated renovation requirements.

Goal 2: Our in-training members

Build capacity in women and children’s health research by inspiring and supporting the next generation
of researchers
e Objective 2.1 Inspire current and future trainees to conduct research in women and children's
health
e Objective 2.2 Increase the capacity of trainees who are already doing research in women and
children's health
e Objective 2.3 Create unique opportunities for trainee networking and career development in
women and children’s health research

Research funding outcomes

The WCHRI 2026 Summer Studentship Award Program granted awards to 30 Summer Students (outcomes
attached). Of the 30 awardees, 19 are supported by the SCHF, 8 are supported by the AWHF, and three are
supported by both foundations in the perinatal theme or where the outcomes impact women and children.

We recently posted our 2026 Postdoctoral Fellow profiles on the WCHRI website. The WCHRI Postdoctoral
Fellowship Award Program competition awarded six PDFs. Three are supported by the SCHF, two are
supported by AWHF and one is supported by the SCHF and AWHF.

Research Day
WCHRI's 2026 Research Day will be held on November 4, 2026 at the Westin. We are delighted to welcome
Dr. Manu Vatish, the Deputy Director for Drug and Clinical Development (Maternal and Child Health
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https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-plus-chairs.html
https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/grants-and-awards/summer-studentship-award-program/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gsJlDuNfLFvsgv-eMsobW1nRnBVGLUTuBsTxnygkRHM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gsJlDuNfLFvsgv-eMsobW1nRnBVGLUTuBsTxnygkRHM/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/postdoctoral-fellows/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/leadership/manu-vatish
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Discovery) at the Gates Foundation and a well-known researcher in pregnancy and preeclampsia, who will
be presenting our keynote. Registration will open in early July!

Goal 3: Our environment

Address the unique health needs of children and women, and promote transdisciplinary research
strategies to optimize health outcomes for children and women in a complex, evolving society by
cultivating a supportive research environment that challenges the status quo
e Objective 3.1 Increase visibility, advocacy and support for children’s and women’s health
research across the University of Alberta
e Objective 3.2 Advance wholistic health and well-being for children, while leveraging university
strengths in life-course approaches to health research, by establishing a child health research
and innovation “hub”
e Objective 3.3 Advance research focused on improving women and gender diverse health (all
stages, all ages) by establishing a women's health research “cluster” that fosters research
collaborations and partnerships

Pediatric Clinical Trials Unit

WCHRI’s pediatric clinical trials team is currently supporting 185 active studies (85 cohort studies and 100
clinical trials) with several more in start-up/close-out phases. The studies are focused on a variety of
diseases across therapeutic areas (oncology, neurology, dermatology, genetics, nephrology,
gastroenterology, etc.) and are led by both principal investigators (PI) and industry partners.

New treatment being tested for Sickle Cell Disease

Sickle cell disease (SSD) is an inherited blood disorder that causes red blood cells to become rigid,
sticky, and crescent-shaped. It leads to chronic anemia, severe pain episodes called crises, and organ
damage due to blocked blood flow. It is a lifelong disorder and often results in reduced life expectancy.
It is critically important to develop treatments that not only shorten periods of crises, but ideally,
prevent the crises from occurring in the first place. The Hibiscus2 study is aiming to do just that. The
study is testing a new drug designed to reduce the number of crises while improving quality of life
measures. Previous trials have shown the study drug is beneficial for adults and adolescents with SCD;
this new study will test the drug in adolescents with high disease activity, and over a longer time period
than previous trials, with enrollment planned to begin within the next month.

Women's Health Clinical Research
The research coordination team is currently supporting 19 principal investigators and 31 research projects
in different stages. Some of the projects we have supported during the reporting period include:
e Supported a project exploring the experiences and preferences in self-management and structured
education among adolescents with Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus.
e Creation of preoperative surgical education tools for women undergoing surgery for pelvic organ
prolapse.
e Co-developing culturally safe genetic testing pathways for hearing loss in remote Indigenous
communities in northern Alberta.

Our new research associate, Carolina Fernandes, hired in partnership with Women'’s Health Alberta (Acute
Care Alberta - ACA), started in March. This is a two year position (funded by residual designated funds
from the Maternal Newborn Child & Youth Strategic Clinical Network (MNCY SCN)) to work on a strategic
project for women's health - Alberta obstetrics surveillance system optimization. The Women’s Health
Alberta team is focused on data projects that serve both the health system quality Improvement and
research community needs.
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Indigenous Health Research

On April 21, we were generously invited to attend the Indigenous Child & Youth Health Symposium put on
by the Indigenous Child Health team; a full day event that brought together diverse voices from healthcare,
education, research, and community to explore Indigenous child health. Megan Arcand, our new research
assistant hired to support initiatives for both WCHRI and Dr. Tibetha Kemble (Stonechild)'s (WCHRI
academic lead, Indigenous Women'’s Health Research) own research portfolio, began in February.

Goal 4: Our ecosystem

Increase the impact and reach of women and children's health research on a local, provincial, national
and international level by developing community and health system collaborations, leveraging
resources, and participating in joint advocacy efforts.

e Objective 4.1 Strengthen the translational impact of children's and women'’s health research by
increasing opportunities at a health systems level (WCHRI partner hospitals and clinical
programs)

e Objective 4.2 Enhance children’s and women's health and build WCHRI members’ capacity to
conduct engaged research by building and fostering community partnerships

e Objective 4.3 Broaden our reach as an institute and as a champion for children’s and women's
health research nationally and internationally, in partnership with our Foundations

e Objective 4.4 Collectively mobilize children's and women's health research on a local,
provincial, national and international level by partnering with organizations

CIHR Institute of Human Development, Child
and Youth Health (IHDCYH) Institute

Advisory Board (IAB) meeting

On May 13, WCHRI hosted the IHDCYH IAB for a
community event as part of their larger board meetings.
WCHRI staff and academic members participated in a
speed networking session to informally share WCHRI
areas of research focus with the IAB members, followed
by a panel discussion discussing “bridging the know-do
gap in perinatal and child health.” Thank you to everyone
who participated in and/or attended this event!

One Child Every Child (OCEC)

We participated in OCEC mid-term review activities (reporting and site visit). Three WCHRI trainees
received OCEC graduate studentship awards and two WCHRI trainees received Indigenous seed funding
awards.

Partnership for Women'’s Health Research (PWHR)

PWHR worked closely with colleagues at the Women’s Health Collective Canada (WHCC) and CanWach to
develop a program and co-convene Vitally Important: National Women’s Health Summit in Toronto in
March which featured women's health researchers from all of PWHR’s partner institutions as speakers in
the program. During the meeting the group reviewed the blueprint for action on Women'’s Health and
provided feedback to WHCC on what action items are achievable, as well as, Bill S243 (National
Framework for Women’s Health in Canada Act) and how to be prepared for any potential funding
opportunities.

RareKids-CAN
WCHRI collaborated with SickKids and RareKids-CAN to respond to Health Canada’s consultation on the
new Clinical Trial Regulations, ensuring this major regulatory modernization does not inadvertently
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disadvantage pediatric research. A key concern is that children may be labeled as "vulnerable populations,’
triggering extended 60-day review timelines that could delay access to life-saving treatments and stall
critical evidence generation. By participating in this joint response, WCHRI advocated for clearer guardrails

around new regulatory powers to prevent increased uncertainty and ensure the framework meaningfully
supports the unique requirements of pediatric clinical trials.

National Neonatal Clinical Trials Network

WCHRI member Dr. Georg Schmdlzer and his team have successfully secured membership in the
Accelerating Clinical Trial (ACT) Consortium for their neonatal clinical trial network, now known as
NeoCAN - Neonatal Outcomes & Accelerating Clinical Trials Network of Canada. Originally launched as
PANDA with financial support from WCHRI, the network is now officially recognized and supported by the
CIHR through the ACT 2 initiative. This milestone marks the creation of Canada's first dedicated neonatal
clinical trial network, a significant advancement for the care of both preterm and term infants nationwide.

Goal 5: Sustainability and accountability

Ensure the highest levels of business accountability and sustainability leading to enhanced capacity
and growth through a commitment to professional staff and efficient internal operational processes
e Objective 5.1 Prioritize and maintain operational and leadership succession planning; enable
motivated and dedicated staff; optimize internal business processes in order to continuously
improve the quality and accessibility of programs/platforms
e Objective 5.2 Be accountable and responsive to our funding partners’ needs
e Objective 5.3 Maintain our strong governance model during our Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) renewal

WCHRI MoU celebration | gl 218 ﬁ?’” .
Thank you to everyone who attended WCHRI's MoU - L
Celebration “Thrive — Transforming Lives for Women
and Children” on May 4! The event was a testament to
the power of partnership supporting children’s and
women's health. Your staunch support for investing in
research has enabled ideas to become real-world
solutions for kids and families, not only in Alberta but
globally. WCHRI is forever grateful for the tremendous
support of the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation
and the Alberta Women’s Health Foundation, as well
as the continued partnership with the University of
Alberta and Alberta Health Services.

Indigenous Governing Council

We updated WCHRI website to incorporate information about Indigenous health research as a strategic
priority (see Indigenous Children’s and Women's Health Research) and updated WCHRI Governance page
to incorporate the Indigenous Governing Council. More detailed information about Council members and
the work of the Council will be forthcoming.

Sharing impact of investment in research and engaging with our partners
Media coverage ensures that the public is aware of the value of children's health research, and the
investment that the Stollery Children's Hospital Foundation and Alberta Women'’s Health Foundation have
made in this field. SCHF/AWHF media mentions / WCHRI stories for the reporting period:
e Mighty Millions show home promotion
Interview with Joseph Ting on CTV Edmonton
e WCHRI member forum highlights future directions and strategic growth
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https://www.research4babies.org/single-post/introducing-neocan-building-canada-s-first-national-neonatal-clinical-trials-network
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/05/largest-gift-in-u-of-a-history-continues-historic-partnership.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/05/largest-gift-in-u-of-a-history-continues-historic-partnership.html
https://www.wchri.org/about-wchri/indigenous-childrens-and-womens-health-research/
https://www.wchri.org/about-wchri/governance/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/edmonton/video/2026/04/09/visiting-the-grand-prize-show-home-for-the-mighty-millions-lottery/
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Sandra Davidge, Lonnie Zwaigenbaum, Anastassia Voronova, Oana Caluseriu, Tibetha Kemble
(Stonechild) and Padma Kaul on WCHRI website and bulletin.
WCHRI 20th anniversary social video featuring Lonnie Zwaigenbaum and children's health
research on Instagram and the WCHRI website.
ICYMI: mentions of SCHF-funded research by Samina Ali, Rebecca Gokiert, Margie Davenport
and Andrea Haqq in WCHRI Works.
The missing ingredient
How WCHRI’s unique model bridged the gap in the life course of women'’s and children’s health
research
Sandra Davidge and Lonnie Zwaigenbaum on the WCHRI website.
WCHRI 20th anniversary social video featuring Sandra Davidge, on Instagram and the WCHRI
website.
WCHRI 20th anniversary social video featuring Terry Klassen and Thierry Lacaze-Masmonteil
New drug target offers hope in fight against antibiotic-resistant E. coli
U of A lab identifies a way to switch off the bacteria’s protective shield.
Joanne Lemieux in Folio, republished in Mirage News and Education News; amped on the WCHRI
website, in FOMD Update and Dean’s Message, Taproot health innovation roundup, and in March,
WCHRI Works.
Family science professor hopes her study supports the need for a national caregiving strategy
Shame compounds stress on caregivers of rural drug users
Holly Mathias and Elaine Hyshka on WCHRI website and WCHRI Works, amped in PWHR
newsletter.
ICYMI: mentions of AWHF-funded research by David Wishart and Margie Davenport in WCHRI
Works.
WCHRI 20th anniversary social video featuring Sharlene Rutherford on Instagram and the WCHRI
website.
The Fight for Women's Health Equality
Sofia Ahmed, Tibetha Kemble (Stonechild) on Real Talk with Ryan Jespersen vodcast
Celebrating International Women's Day 2026
Recognizing U of A leaders and innovators whose contributions continue to drive meaningful change.
Highlights 10 women, half of whom are WCHRI members, though only Colleen Norris was
identified as such.
WCHRI Researchers: Closing the Women's Health Gap is a Multi-Billion Dollar Opportunity
Promotes Luminaries and links to video of panelists Sofia Ahmed, Tibetha Kemble (Stonechild),
May Sanaee for Women's Health Research Month, in PWHR newsletter
Narrowing women's health gap in Canada
Sofia Ahmed on Global Morning News
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https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/wchri-member-forum-highlights-future-directions-and-strategic-growth/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DVd6lj-Dg-t/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/celebrating-two-decades-of-innovation/
https://wchri.createsend1.com/t/d-e-gdykihd-l-tt/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/the-missing-ingredient/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DUn5QR7jlwm/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/celebrating-two-decades-of-innovation/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/celebrating-two-decades-of-innovation/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/folio/2026/02/new-drug-target-in-fight-against-antibiotic-resistant-ecoli.html
https://www.miragenews.com/new-drug-target-offers-hope-in-fight-against-1621866/
https://mailchi.mp/taprootedmonton/health-innovation-roundup-2026-02-25
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/family-science-professor-hopes-her-study-supports-the-need-for-a-national-caregiving-strategy/
https://wchri.createsend1.com/t/d-e-gdykihd-l-tt/
https://wchri.createsend1.com/t/d-e-gdykihd-l-tt/
https://wchri.createsend1.com/t/d-e-gdykihd-l-tt/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DVv2S5LDqMn/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/celebrating-two-decades-of-innovation/
https://www.wchri.org/our-impact/stories/celebrating-two-decades-of-innovation/
https://youtu.be/IcTGhttps://youtu.be/IcTGUX7PcPc?t=3092UX7PcPc?t=3092
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9y_JbbIYwY
https://globalnews.ca/video/11743803/narrowing-womens-health-gap-in-canada/

